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Eligibility for Grants 

University Research Grants Scheme Guidelines 

Only University of The Bahamas fulltime faculty are eligible to apply for grants offered through the University Research 

Grants Scheme (URGS). Faculty who are students in academic programmes are ineligible. Faculty members in 

temporary positions (adjunct) are not eligible. In the case of faculty on contract, their term of employment must exceed 

the duration of the research project. Proposals that also involve University of The Bahamas students and employees are 

eligible. Grants are expected to support projects of one year’s duration or less. Book projects are not eligible for this 

grant.  

 

Submissions 

Proposals must be submitted using the URGS Application Form (URGS Form 1). Ensure all information is complete. Forms that 

are incomplete will not be processed. Before the final Application Form is submitted, an IRB (Institutional Review Board) 

approval is required.  

 

The application must include the following information as stipulated in URGS Form 1: 

1. Executive Summary of Research Proposal (maximum 300 words). Please include the background of the research, a 
concise literature review, objectives, research methodology and expected outcomes from the research project. 

2. Detailed proposal of research project which includes: 

a. Research background including Hypothesis/Research Questions and Literature Review 

b. Objective(s) of the research 

c. Methodology 

i. Description of Methodology 

ii. Flow Chart of Research Activities 

iii. Gantt Chart of Research Activities 

iv. Milestones and Dates 

d. Expected results/benefits 

i. Novel theories/New findings/Knowledge 

ii. Research Publications 

iii. Specific or Potential Applications 

iv. Number of graduate/undergraduate students who will be working on the project 

3. The proposal should also include: 

a. Other research projects that have been completed or are ongoing by researchers for the last three years (if 

any); 

b. Information on related academic publications that have been published by the researcher(s) for the last 

three (3) years; 

c. Detailed breakdown of budget as indicated in URGS Form 1 (purchase of laptops are not encouraged unless 

it is essential for conducting the research); 

d. Contact details and resumé of each external author/collaborator; and 

e. Written agreement from the collaborators to participate in the project. 

 

Criteria for Assessment of Proposals 

The evaluation of submissions will focus on identifying proposals which most closely represent research/creativity or 

community engagement that will drive national development and enhance the reputation of the University. 

 

Proposals will be considered on the basis of: 

1. Feasibility; 

2. Contribution of the proposed study to the Bahamian research literature/creativity or community 
engagement; and 

3. Alignment with the objectives and priorities of the University. 
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Additionally, proposals should: 

1. Demonstrate the potential benefit with respect to national development; and 

2. Involve collaboration between the University employees and students as well as between the University and 
local/international institutions and/or agencies. 

 

Conditions Attached to Grants 

Receipt of the grant does not preclude grantees from seeking co-funding; however, grant funds cannot be combined 

with other funding to support contract research projects, nor may it be used to support graduate research being 

completed by faculty pursuing requirements of an advanced degree. 

 

No later than three years after the end of the project, the author(s) must lodge an electronic copy of the data (with 

supporting documentation) with the University office with responsibility for research.  University employees will be allowed 

access to the data (with appropriate confidentially safeguards), for University research purposes, when the three-year 

period is over without the need for a written waiver of the researcher’s privilege. An extension to this three-year period 

may be made at the discretion of the Office responsible for research. In the instance of creative/artistic work, copyright 

remains with the author unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 

Patent rights of any works arising from the grant will reside with the University, unless otherwise agreed in writing. The 

proposal should include a statement as to whether patents are anticipated to arise from the project. 

 

Awardees are expected to submit bi-annual reports and make a presentation of the project undertaken at the end of 

the award year of beginning of the subsequent year at the Research Edge or other event as determined by the Office 

of Sponsored Research and Grants. 

 

Failure to adhere to the above stipulations will result in the awardee being deemed ineligible for subsequent grants. 

 

Procedures for Awarding the University of The Bahamas Grants 

The Grants Committee, which will transition to a standing committee (the revised composition of which will then be 

determined) of the Academic Senate, will oversee the awarding of grants and will comprise the following: 

1. Chair (appointed by the Provost upon the recommendation of the Deans) 

2. One member of faculty selected from among the faculty of each of the Faculties 

a. Business, Hospitality & Tourism Studies 

b. Pure and Applied Science 

c. Liberal and Fine Arts 

d. Social & Educational Studies 

3. One member of faculty from the University of The Bahamas-North 

4. One member of the professional staff actively engaged in research 

5. Dean of Graduate Studies & Research, and 

6. One expert (having relevant expertise) from outside the University, if deemed necessary by the 
Committee 

 

Submissions must be received by the dates indicated on the call and, where appropriate, must be accompanied 

by a letter indicating that all of the authors involved in the work are aware that the proposal has been submitted 

for consideration. The Chair, who will serve as Committee Secretary, will write to all applicants, acknowledging 

receipt of their submissions within two weeks. 

 

Committee members will: 

1. Examine submissions to ensure that they meet the eligibility criteria. Applicants whose submissions fail the 
eligibility criteria will be notified in writing by the Committee Secretary; and 

2. Use an agreed assessment sheet, developed by the Committee, in evaluating submissions. 

 

The Committee may request that applicants submit revised proposals should Committee members agree that 

an initial submission is inadequate. Should the committee determine that no submission satisfactorily meets the 

objectives of the Call, no grant need be awarded. 


