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November 10, 2021  

Invitation to submit for a 2021 Wilson Grant of $4,000 

 
University of The Bahamas and the Wilson Family Foundation invite candidates to apply for a Wilson Grant of $4,000, 
offered in the fall 2021 and spring 2022 semesters and renewable in the spring semester 2023 upon proof of progress, 
for research works-in-progress that align with this cycle’s research defined below. 
The grant shall serve to assist the scholar(s) in defraying such research expenses as travel, student research 
assistance, and course load reduction. The award supports researchers who have defined a project that has yet to be 
completed. Up to four such awards shall be offered. 

THE WILSON AWARDS CYCLE 1 THEME: 100 YEARS OF NATION FORMATION AND COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS 
PURPOSE 
The Cycle 1 theme is intended to coincide with the celebration of the 50th anniversary of independence in The 
Bahamas in 2023. The cycle begins in the 2021 Fall semester and ends at the end of the 2023 Fall semester with the 
awarding of the first Wilson Prize. 

Underlying the selection of this theme is the recognition that questions surrounding nation formation and collective 
consciousness are not only fertile ones for scholarly and academic research; they also matter to Bahamians who all 
are, in one way or another, engaged as citizens in a collective national development project. Such questions include: 
who were we? who are we now? how did we get here? what did we get right? what went wrong? It is expected that 
outstanding scholarly and academic work on this theme will inform public consciousness, public debate and public 
policy and serve to help build the next 50 years of national development.   

SCOPE AND FOCUS 
Projects shall address the fundamental issues of nation formation and collective consciousness, i.e. research questions 
that speak to what came from the post-independence era as well as what forces, factors, organisations, and leaders 
were seminal to the emergence of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas from the 1920s onward.  

It is expected that the academic work undertaken will situate itself within the global context of anti-colonial 
movements, rising nationalist ideologies and the eventual emergence of nation states. The focus shall be on political, 
economic and social themes.  

Scholars are asked to examine the influence of economic policies and/or budgetary mandates that have continued to 
shape and influence national development or the lack thereof as The Bahamas strived toward modern statehood.   

Although the term ‘modern’ has loosely been used by early scholars of the Caribbean region, it does not come without 
problems. Indeed, Eric Williams and Sydney Mintz, among others, have posited that the “modern Caribbean “began 
with the rise of the plantation complex in the mid-seventeenth century. As such, the mechanisation of factories and the 
introduction of a specialised 24-hour work regime suggest modernity. However, as Williams has argued, this ’modern 
Caribbean’ ‘was extremely backward owing to the underdevelopment of the region and the reliance on an antiquated, 
coerced labour force in the form of enslaved labour.  

Arguably, Caribbean societies did not enter the development stages of modernity until the early twentieth century at 
which time the confluence of wage labour, anti-colonial struggles and labour unrest created the conditions for the 
emergence of political parties and a political awakening.  

Although the scope of the award, through the definition of a specific time frame, encourages historical scholarship, it is 
not limited to participation by historians alone. However, scholars must demonstrate a degree of historicity in the 
formulation of their proposals, namely change over time.  
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The product shall be a book. All submitted manuscripts should comply with the dictates of a standard-style manual, 
either Chicago Style or APA.  

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 
Applications for a 2021 Wilson Grant must include: 

1. The curriculum vitae and contact information of the candidate submitting or of candidates in cases where 
the project is a joint submission of up to two principal investigators. 

2. The detailed description of the project, including any work already completed.  
3. The work plan and schedule for completion of the project.  
4.  A projection of related research expenses. 
5. The names and contact information of two readers who by virtue of their expertise can provide a 

scholarly critique of the work and work plan and are willing to do so. 

ELIGIBILITY 
The awards are open to scholars in The Bahamas and elsewhere whose work is within the scope and focus described 
above. 

ADJUDICATION CRITERIA  
Criteria used to review the proposals for the Wilson Grant include the following: 

• Significance of contribution to the candidate’s or candidates’ academic discipline. 
• Significance of contribution to Bahamian research literature. 
• Significance of work to Bahamian national development. 
• Ability of work to inform a better appreciation of Bahamian identity. 
• Potential to drive innovation. 

ADJUDICATION 
The Review Board shall review the applications and, based on the criteria listed above, select those for which it shall 
request scholarly reader feedback. Considering the criteria and the feedback from external scholar readers, the 
Review Board shall offer a maximum of four awards.  
Should the Review Board choose not to offer the four awards on the basis that there are too few applications that meet 
its standard, the sum not spent shall be kept in its segregated account, generating interest in the fund. In the case 
where there are two principal investigators, the award shall be split between them. The decision of the Review Board 
is final and without appeal. 

RENEWAL AND COMPLETION  
Recipients of the 2021 Wilson Grant may have their grant renewed in the 2022–2023 academic year on the condition 
that they submit progress and expense reports and secure approval from the Review Board which shall be the sole 
judge of whether the progress justifies continued support. Should the Review Board determine that the completed 
work merits publication and/or distribution, University of The Bahamas shall ensure publication and/or distribution 
of the work. 

DEADLINES 
Candidates are invited to submit their proposals and required documents no later than December 15, 2021, to 
grants@ub.edu.bs  

DECISIONS 
Decisions will be communicated to candidates by February 15, 2022. 

mailto:grants@ub.edu.bs
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Background information for applicants for a 2021 Wilson Grant 

The Wilson Awards Programme is created through the generosity of donors Sir Franklyn Wilson, Sharon Lady Wilson 
and the Wilson Family Foundation. The programme is governed by The Wilson Family Foundation and administered 
by University of The Bahamas. It is intended to be a perennial programme that will contribute to the national 
development of The Bahamas for years to come. The programme is established to coincide with the 50th anniversary 
of Bahamian independence. For this reason, while the programme will generally be delivered in five-year cycles, the 
initial cycle will span the 2021–2022 and 2022–2023 academic years and the first semester of the 2023–2024 
academic year.  

VISION 
World-class research and scholarly work fuel innovation and national development in The Bahamas. 

MISSION 
To incentivise the production of new knowledge in areas that can contribute to national development in the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.  

AWARDS 
There are two types of Wilson Awards that reflect a double-pronged strategy to support work in progress and to 
reward excellence in completed work. These are the Wilson Grant and the Wilson Prize. The Wilson Grants, also 
known as the Stanley Wilson Awards, support works-in-progress. A Wilson Grant has an annual value of $4,000. A 
maximum of four such grants shall be offered per cycle. The Wilson Prize offers a prize of $50,000 and a physical 
commemorative art object for scholarly work that meets the highest standards of excellence and was completed 
within the period covered by the cycle. One such prize shall be awarded every five years on the condition that the 
submitted work meets the standards set for this award.     

SCOPE 
The awards are restricted to work relevant to the national development of The Bahamas. Within this overall scope, a 
particular theme or focus shall be determined at the onset of each cycle.  

GENERAL ADJUDICATION CRITERIA  
Criteria used to review the proposals for the Wilson Grant and the submissions for the Wilson Prize include the 
following: 

• Significance of contribution to the candidate’s or candidates’ academic discipline. 
• Significance of contribution to Bahamian research literature. 
• Significance of work to Bahamian national development. 
• Ability of work to inform a better appreciation of Bahamian identity. 
• Potential to drive innovation. 

Additional criteria shall be defined in accordance with the scope and focus identified for the cycle.  

ELIGIBILITY 
The awards are open to scholars whose work has the potential to contribute to the national development of The 
Bahamas. The topic must adhere to the scope and focus established at the beginning of each cycle and communicated 
in the call for proposals for the Wilson Grant and in the call for submissions for the Wilson Prize.
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The Wilson Grant 

The Wilson Grant Programme offers a maximum of four $4,000 awards, renewable, upon proof of progress, for a 
second year in the first cycle and a maximum of four years in the cycles thereafter.   
The grant shall serve to assist the scholar(s) in defraying such research expenses as travel, student research 
assistance, course load reduction, etc. The award supports researchers who have defined a project that has yet to be 
completed.  

CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY 
Criteria shall be those listed above, and any specific criteria defined for the cycle theme. Eligibility shall be as defined 
above. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
At the onset of each cycle, University of The Bahamas shall issue a call for proposals inviting applications for a Wilson 
Grant. The application shall include: 

• The curriculum vitae and contact information of the candidate submitting or of candidates in cases where the 
project is a joint submission of up to two principal investigators. 

• The detailed description of the project, including any work already completed.  
• The work plan and schedule for completion of the project.  
•  A projection of related research expenses. 
• The names and contact information of two readers who by virtue of their expertise can provide a scholarly 

critique of the work and work plan and are willing to do so. 

ADJUDICATION 
The Review Board shall review the applications and, based on the general criteria listed above and any additional 
criteria defined by the cycle theme, select those for which it shall request scholarly reader feedback. Considering the 
criteria and the feedback from external scholar readers, the Review Board shall offer a maximum of four awards.  
Should the Review Board choose not to offer the four awards on the basis that there are too few applications that meet 
its standard, the sum not spent shall be kept in its segregated account, generating interest in the fund. In the case 
where there are two principal investigators, the award shall be split between them. The decision of the Review Board 
is final and without appeal. 

RENEWAL AND COMPLETION  
Recipients of the Wilson Grant may have their grant renewed for a second year in the initial cycle and four years in 
subsequent cycles on the condition that they submit progress and expense reports and secure approval from the 
Review Board who shall be the sole judge of whether the progress justifies continued support.  
Should the Review Board determine that the completed work merits publication and/or distribution, University of 
The Bahamas shall ensure publication and/or distribution of the work. 

EXCLUSION 
Projects that have been supported by the Wilson Grant in one cycle are not eligible for support in subsequent cycles. 
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The Wilson Prize 

The Wilson Prize has a value of $50,000 and is accompanied by an artist’s creation that stands as a concrete 
expression of the award.   
The award also includes a commitment from the University of The Bahamas to support the dissemination of the 
scholarly work in whatever form is appropriate.  

CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY 
Criteria shall include the general criteria listed above as well as: 

• Overall excellence of the work. 
• Relevance to the cycle theme. 
• Contribution to innovation and national development. 

In addition to the general eligibility defined above, only projects completed within the time frame of the given cycle 
and relevant to the cycle theme shall be eligible for the award. 
It is the hope of the Wilson Foundation that submissions shall include projects that were supported by a Wilson Grant, 
but other projects that meet the eligibility criteria and that were completed within the cycle time frame are eligible.  

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
In the year in which the award will be made (fall semester 2023 for the first cycle), a call for submissions shall be 
made. Submissions shall include: 

• The curriculum vitae of the candidate submitting or of candidates in cases where the project is a joint 
submission of two principal investigators. 

• The completed work.  
• The names of two appropriate reviewers capable by virtue of their expertise to offer critical comment on 

the work and willing to do so. 

ADJUDICATION 
The Review Board shall ensure that the submission represents work that meets the eligibility criteria. For each 
submission that does, the Review Board shall request external readers’ reviews. It shall then invite three external 
adjudicators, selected for their expertise, knowledge of the region and familiarity with cycle theme, to join the Review 
Board.  
The expanded Review Board shall then sit as the Adjudication Panel. The Adjudication Panel shall meet, consider the 
work and the external reader reviews, and decide who shall be the recipient of the Wilson Prize for that cycle. Its 
decision shall be final and without appeal.  
In the case where the Adjudication Panel determines that no submission meets the standard set for the Wilson Prize, 
the Wilson Prize shall not be awarded in that cycle and the sum not awarded shall be maintained in the segregated 
account and contribute to the fund’s growth. In the case of two principal investigators, the award shall be split 
between them. 

EXCLUSION 
Only work completed within the time frame set by the cycle will be considered for the Wilson Prize. 
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The Review Board 

The Review Board is appointed by the Foundation after consultation with University of The Bahamas. It consists of 
two Co-Chairs and three additional members, selected for their experience and the skills they can bring to the 
management of the Wilson Awards. Members of the Review Board are generally appointed for a three-year term that 
is renewable. Initial appointments may be of varying length to ensure appropriate succession planning and overlap 
among experienced members and new members. 

The 2021 Review Board is composed of: 
Mr. Sean McWeeney, QC (Co-Chair) 
Ms. Janyne Hodder, DCL (honoris causa) (Co-Chair) 
Dr. Marjorie Brooks-Jones 
Dr. Earla Carey-Baines 
Ms. Audrey Roberts 

The Review Board oversees the administration of the Wilson Awards. The five-member Review Board is solely 
responsible for decisions on the Wilson Grants and renewals of these awards and for decisions regarding the Wilson 
Prize. It is responsible for managing a transparent process in accordance with the guidelines set by the programme 
terms and for reporting to the Foundation and the University on its work. 

The Review Board is also responsible for identifying scholars and individuals with the experience required to evaluate 
candidates for the Wilson Prize and for inviting them to join the Review Board to form the Adjudication Panel and 
determine what submitted work merits the Wilson Prize. 

The Review Board, sitting on its own or acting as the Adjudication Panel, makes independent decisions which are final 
and without appeal.   

The Review Board, acting on its own or sitting as the Adjudication Panel, maintains confidentiality regarding its 
deliberations and informs both the Foundation and the University of its decisions prior to any announcement to 
candidates or the public. 
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