


Pursuing a major in Communication and Creative Arts at University of The Bahamas is one of the 
best decisions you will make! Communication and Creative Arts is the creative hub of UB. We 
embrace students of all disciplines especially those wishing to specialise in Media Journalism, 
French, Spanish, Art and Music. Our faculty combine academic excellence with industry experience 
-- they prepare students with 21st century skills for “real world” success. 

Our students:

• Develop their creative ideas in our labs, where they write and produce music using ProTools 
and create industry-standard videos and audio programming for UBTV and UB Radio.

• Train with master painters, ceramicists and professional graphic designers.

• Increase their fluency in French, Spanish, Haitian Creole and Chinese Mandarin in 
preparation for immersion, study and employment at home and abroad.

Bachelor of Arts
• Media Journalism

• Music

• Spanish

Minors
• French

• Music

• Spanish

Associate of Arts
• Art

• French

COMMUNICATION AND 
CREATIVE ARTS

Certificates
• French (Advanced/Intermediate Proficiency)
• Music
• Spanish (Advanced/Intermediate Proficiency)



MATTHEW 
WILDGOOSE

I graduated from COB/UB in 
2008 with an AA Fine art. The 
Bahamas has an abundance 
of artists, they’re everywhere. 
Singers, poets, writers, 
painters, the list goes on. 
The problem is we don’t 
know who many of them 
are because they settle in 
various jobs with fear of being 
unsuccessful as an artist. I’m 
here to tell you that if you 
have a gift to create and 
inspire, develop that craft with 
everything you have in you 
because that is when you will 
achieve true contentment and 
success. My experience at 
University of The Bahamas 
empowered and gave me the 
courage to pursue excellence 
in fine art and become a full 
time artist. Now my goal is 
to inspire others to manifest 
the spirit of God on this earth 
through their gifts in order to 
experience true freedom.

SABIAN CATALANO

The University of The 
Bahamas’ Communicative 
and Creative Arts programs 
are some of the best in the 
school! I had so much fun 
studying the many language 
courses they have to offer. 
Whether it was French, 
Spanish or Mandarin Chinese, 
I had a blast getting a taste of 
the lively and exotic cultures 
these languages originated 
from. And hands-on courses 
such as these allowed me to 
develop stronger bonds with 
my classmates and lecturers 
making my college 
experience all the better. 

Not only that, but the office 
staff was incredibly helpful 
and friendly, and were able to 
get me over any bumps in the 
road I encountered 
on the road to my degree.  
Nowadays as the world is 
getting smaller and smaller, it
´s becoming more and more 
important for the upcoming 
generation to recognize that 
they are citizens of the world. 
What better way to learn how 
to connect with the billions of 
people around the globe that 
don’t speak English than 
amongst a group of your 
peers?



BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MEDIA JOURNALISM 
(121 credit hours) 

The BA in Media Journalism emphasises real-world issues and 
challenges. Students 

• Develop experience in a variety of platforms encompassing
print, broadcast, online and digital media.

• Are exposed to a range of generalist and specialist areas.

• Gain a focused view of journalism policy and practice in the
national and international arenas.

• Develop an understanding of the cultural, political and
economic significance of the press and its associated
industries.

• Learn about the relationship between politics and the press in
The Bahamas.

• Explore the role of journalism in society.

• Acquire writing and communication skills applicable to public
relations, advertising, marketing and business.

• Produce short films, documentaries and radio shows.

• Take professional quality photographs and write publishable
reports for newspapers, magazines and websites.

• Work as industry professionals either in The Bahamas or
overseas, in the Media Internship course, allowing them to
further develop their skills and build valuable contacts.

In the fall semester senior thesis course, students examine the 
methods, methodologies and theories of research and scientific 
approaches relevant to the field of communication while focusing 
on analytical skills essential for producing a substantial piece of 
independent work.  In the spring semester, under the guidance of 
a faculty advisor, they produce and present a research paper.  



BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC (130 credit hours) 
Students gain a conceptual understanding of music components and processes and 
practice creating, interpreting, presenting, analysing and evaluating music. 

They 

• Acquire an increased understanding of musical repertoire from various analytical,
historical and cultural perspectives.

• Learn about the culture, traditions and music of The Bahamas, the Caribbean and
the wider world.

• Integrate musical knowledge and skills while developing performance skills on
major and minor instruments.

• Acquire knowledge of music business, music technology, church music and
advanced performing skills, among other specialties, through music electives and
track-specific courses.

• Participate in a senior recital, the culminating performance project in the BA.

This BA facilitates the general training of musicians in preparation for careers as 
performers, music teachers and church musicians. BA in Music graduates leave with 
capabilities for work in various musical fields and are able to achieve entrance to 
graduate degree programmes. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students interested in pursuing the BA in Music typically should have 
passed the BGCSE in Music with a Grade of B, or Grade 5 Music Theory 
and Practical with Royal Schools/Trinity Exams and must pass an 
audition/interview with Music Faculty.

In the Media Internship course, students work as industry professionals either in The Bahamas or overseas, 
allowing them to further develop their skills and build valuable contacts.   

The BA in Media Journalism provides a strong theoretical foundation for graduate study and develops 
skills and proficiencies essential for a successful career in journalism, communications, public relations, 
advertising, marketing and other related fields.

JASPER WARD

“The media journalism 
programme (or F5 as 
we like to call it) is more 
than just some academic 
courses that students 
are forced to take to 
graduate. It’s a family, it’s 
a home. It may sound 
clique but it’s true. Many 
of us enter as one person 
but leave as another. 
 What I mean is that 
the programme makes 
you resilient, it makes 
you keen and it makes 
you passionate about 
whatever it is you want to 
do. I entered F5 thinking, 
“Maybe I can become a 
reporter” as thoughts of 
becoming a surgeon still 
lingered in my 
consciousness.  But by my 
second year I had 
become so infatuated 
with media and its ability 
to change the world that 
three years later I have a 
graduate degree in 
media and I’m working 
as reporter.” 



During their third year, students identify a research topic and a 
faculty member to serve as their thesis advisor. In the fall 
semester senior thesis course, they finalize a research proposal 
and preliminary bibliography for final approval. They complete 
the senior thesis in the spring semester.   

The BA in Spanish prepares students for graduate studies 
and employment in a variety of sectors including teaching, 
international banking, the service and tourist industries, the 
public service, foreign affairs, international relations and many 
others. 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN SPANISH (121 credit hours) 

Students gain a well-rounded education in Spanish language, 
culture and literature. They gain an understanding of the 
complexity of cultural diversity and learn to work and 
communicate with people from diverse Hispanic cultural 
backgrounds. 

Students  
• Acquire a broad knowledge of Spanish with a near-native

spoken and written command of the language.

• Acquire technical knowledge of the language.

• Develop skills in the areas of listening-speaking and
reading-writing.

• Learn about the cultures of Spanish-speaking people and
the literary work of Spanish/Hispanic authors.

So that they interact with native speakers, during their third 
year students are encouraged to spend a semester abroad 
in a Spanish-speaking country at an institution approved by 
UB. They develop their language skills and acquire cultural 
elements which make language learners true speakers of the 
second language. At the institution, students take major area 
courses, for which they receive UB credit.



MINOR IN FRENCH (18 credit hours) 

Students develop their proficiency in French, improve their 
communication skills and learn more about Francophone 
cultures and traditions. This minor is particularly useful for 
students majoring in business or the social sciences or 
students considering careers in hospitality, tourism, or foreign 
affairs.  

MINOR IN MUSIC (20 credit hours)

This minor develops overall musicianship skills and prepares 
students for a lifetime of enjoying music at a deeper level. 
Musicianship begins with acquisition of fundamental 
competencies such as aural and rhythmic skills, the 
reading of notation and the use of musical terminologies. 
Development then proceeds through constant use and 
expansion of previously acquired skills. Courses include 
theory, musicianship, large ensemble, applied music study 
(lessons), music performance seminar, Music & Folk Culture 
of The Bahamas. 

MINOR IN SPANISH (18 credit hours) 

Students develop their proficiency in Spanish, improve their 
communication skills and learn more about Latin American 
cultures. This minor is particularly useful for students 
majoring in business or the social sciences or students 
considering careers in hospitality, tourism, or foreign affairs.  

KEVONYA BAIN
UN HOMBRE QUE SABE DOS IDIOMAS VALE DOS HOMBRES 

Studying Spanish most definitely has been an emotional 
roller coaster, some of my best classes and some of my 
most frustrating classes... nonetheless it was worth every 
smile and every tear. Learning a different language gave 
me sense of appreciation of different cultures and the 
world around me. Despite the noise in the market I 
learned that a second language is a fundamental survival 
skill. 



styles.  The Pro Gallery on the Oakes Field Campus provides 
an attractive space for student exhibitions as well as a wide 
range of art produced by nationally prominent contemporary 
artists.  Many students go on to complete undergraduate 
programmes in art.  

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN FRENCH (61 credit hours) 

The AA in French helps students acquire proficiency in French, 
develop fluency and writing skills, grammatical accuracy and cultural 
knowledge. Students gain an understanding of how languages 
function and acquire the skills needed to perform efficiently in a 
number of key areas in the workplace. The course on Business French 
helps them become familiar with the language used in economic and 
commercial correspondence and reports. Students are encouraged 
to participate in summer abroad programmes in a French-speaking 
country to develop their competence in the language and 
knowledge of the culture. The AA in French is particularly relevant for 
careers in tourism, hospitality, business, foreign affairs, immigration 
and related areas.  

CERTIFICATE IN MUSIC (14 credit hours) 

This programme affords persons an opportunity to develop their 
musical talents and gain performance experience while earning 
university credit. Persons wishing to enrol in this programme must 
pass an audition/interview with Music Faculty. Curriculum includes 
theory, musicianship, large ensemble, applied music study 
(lessons), and music performance seminar. 

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN ART (66 credit hours) 
The AA in Art focuses on developing the creative and 
artistic talents of students. Students are exposed to a range 
of areas -- including drawing, painting and ceramics -- and 
diverse methods, skills and competencies. They acquire a 
foundation for understanding visual forms of expression and 
for understanding Art as an act of creative self-discovery 
and expression. Full-time and adjunct faculty, who are highly 
regarded professional artists, encourage students to develop 
their creativity and experiment with various techniques and 



PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES: INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED

The Intermediate Proficiency Certificate in French or Spanish provides an opportunity for 
persons to earn university credit while developing linguistic competence in the target 
language. The Advanced Proficiency Certificate in French or Spanish enables participants 
to move beyond linguistic competence and is ideally suited for persons who have an 
associate degree in French or Spanish and wish to develop further their French or Spanish 
skills without having to pursue a bachelor degree programme.  

STUDENT RESOURCES
JOURNALISM LAB 

Located on the Oakes Field Campus, the Journalism Lab is a resource centre for media 
journalism and art majors.  The lab is outfitted with Macintosh computers with up-to-date 
graphics and video/audio production software.  Used to teach graphic design and 
production courses, students also use the lab to create production projects. 

MUSIC COMPUTER LAB 

The Music Computer Lab, located on the Oakes Field Campus, is a cozy resource centre 
for music majors.  The lab features computers which are outfitted with the latest software 
programmes such as Finale and Pro Tools.  The lab is used for teaching music notation 
and music production, ear training, survey of music and band leadership.  Music majors 
are encouraged to use the lab to create original works of music. 

VONDRIA 
LOCKHART 
UN LENGUAJE DIFERENTE ES 
UNA VISION DIFERENTE DE 
LA VIDA 

The Spanish language 
is a tool that widens 
our breadth of vision. 
Seeing that Spanish is 
the second most spoken 
language in the world, I 
believe that the horizons 
of opportunities are 
endless. Personally, 
learning another 
language has advanced 
my memory, vocabulary 
and communication skills. 
More so, learning Spanish 
has showcased the wide 
range of distinctive 
cultures rather than my 
very own.



ANNUAL EVENTS
COLOUR OF HARMONY 

Organised by the Department of Visual and Performing Arts, the annual Colour 
of Harmony, held on the Oakes Field Campus in April of each year, showcases 
the talents of Art and Music majors and recognizes a significant contributor to 
the development of the Arts in The Bahamas through the presentation of the E. 
Clement Bethel Award. Usually held under the patronage of the Governor General, 
the event begins with a concert which features the UB Concert Band and Choir as 
well as musical selections by individual students followed by the official opening of 
an exhibition of the works of Art majors.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES WEEK 
Held at the Oakes Field Campus every Spring Semester and organised by the 
Foreign Languages Department, this event promotes the acquisition of a foreign 
language by showcasing the diversity of Francophone, Hispanic, Haitian Creole 
and Chinese cultures. It provides an opportunity for foreign language students to 
use the target language outside of the formal classroom environment.  The event 
is always a fun-filled one with food, games, movies, songs and dances.



COMMUNICATION AND CREATIVE ARTS
Telephone: (242) 302-4484/5
academicaffairs@ub.edu.bs 
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