


EDUCATION

Education prepares teachers for the early childhood, primary and secondary classroom. 
We support and drive national development by providing certified teachers for 
employment by the Ministry of Education as well as independent schools throughout The 
Bahamas. We comprise the departments of Early Childhood and Primary Education and 
Secondary Education as well as a Field Placement Office which oversees the coordination 
of student field experiences and the final teaching practicum.

CORE COMPETENCIES

• University wide required general education courses in literacy, numeracy, 
health and wellness, humanities, natural and social sciences.

• Fundamentals of educational theory including educational foundations, 
educational psychology, educational assessment, exceptional learners, 
general techniques and management, educational research and educational 
literacy courses.

• Sequential seminars organize visits and attachments to schools so that 
students are exposed to the necessary field experience requirements of 
their programme.

• Methodology courses provide opportunities for student teachers to gain 
specialised pedagogical content knowledge, skills and understandings in 
various content areas including delivery of the national examinations, i.e., 
Grade Level Assessment Test (GLAT), Bahamas Junior Certificate (BJC), and 
Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary Education BGCSE).

• Final Practicum/Capstone course in which students complete a 10- or 12-week 
practicum under the guidance of a supervisor and are assessed by moderators.

• Content courses in which B.Ed. K-12 Certification and Secondary Certification 
majors are required to complete a number of content courses in other academic 
units related to their major area.



B.Ed. Early Childhood Certification - A four year liberal arts programme with theoretical courses, field experiences 
and a 12-week capstone practicum which certifies students to teach pre-school and early primary school. Early 
childhood student teachers acquire the knowledge, skills, strategies, evidence-based practices and experiences to 
facilitate the cognitive, social, psychosocial and moral development of K3 to Grade 3 students. Exposed to theories 
about how young children learn and to developmentally appropriate instructional strategies and practices, they 
learn to use assessment to diagnose learning and development, design teaching strategies and modify instruction.

B.Ed. Kindergarten to Grade 12 Certification - A four year liberal arts programme with theoretical courses and 
field experiences. Courses in educational foundations and assessment, classroom techniques and management, 
educational psychology and research methods provide the fundamental theories, proficiencies and techniques 
essential for effective teaching and learning. Methods courses help prospective teachers learn about best practices 
in planning, preparing, presenting and evaluating instruction. The culminating 12-week capstone practicum certifies 
students to teach at the early childhood, primary and secondary school levels.

• K-Grade 12 Music – students acquire the knowledge, skills and strategies to teach Music from kindergarten
through grade 12 and the opportunity to develop their musical talents and gain performance experience.
They are exposed to a wide range of musical studies including music theory, history and technology as well
as instrumental, piano and voice studies. Along with piano proficiency, they gain a high level of proficiency
on a principal instrument. To be considered for entry into this programme, in addition to UB undergraduate
admission requirements, applicants must have the approval of Music Faculty in Communication and Creative
Arts.

• K-Grade 12 Physical Education – students are provided with a range of physical experiences inclusive of team
games, individual and dual sports, track and field and swimming. As they progress from the examination of
team sports to the examination of individual and dual sports, prospective teachers learn to adapt these sports
to accommodate persons with various abilities.



B.Ed. Primary Certification – A four year liberal arts programme with theoretical courses and field experiences. 
Students are exposed to fundamental educational theories including educational foundations, child development, 
educational assessment, inclusive education principles and practices and classroom techniques and management. 
They complete content area elementary methodology courses in science, mathematics, religion, social studies, 
literacy, music, art, speech and drama. Action research, embedded in the programme, prepares them to develop 
and implement possible solutions to the challenges of elementary education. Students complete a 10-week 
capstone practicum certifying them to teach grades 1–6.

B.Ed. Secondary Certification - A four year liberal arts programme with theoretical courses and field experiences. 
Courses in educational foundations and assessment, inclusive education principles and practices, classroom 
techniques and management and educational research help students acquire the knowledge, skills and 
competencies essential for effective teaching and learning. Methods courses ensure prospective teachers examine 
best practices in planning, preparing, presenting and evaluating lessons. A culminating 10-week capstone practicum 
certifies students to teach grades 7-12. Students major in any one of the following:

• Art – focus is on the development of preservice teachers as artists as well as the development of skills,
techniques and competencies required to teach Art. Students are exposed to a range of areas including
drawing, painting and ceramics and acquire a foundation for understanding visual forms of expression and 
exploring Art as an act of creative self-discovery and expression.



• Biology - prepares students to teach General Science at the junior high level as well as Biology at the senior 
high level. Preservice teachers examine concepts in a wide variety of the biological disciplines including 
general biology, ecology, genetics, microbiology and bioethics.

•

Business Studies - prepares students to provide instruction up to the 12th grade level and in accelerated
school-based programmes. Students are exposed to accounting principles related to the accounting cycle of
a sole trader in a service or merchandising enterprise, principles for partnerships and corporations and other
related issues. They learn about management and computerised accounting, financial management and the
role of various systems and users.

•

Chemistry - prepares students to teach general science at the junior high level and Chemistry at the senior 
high level. Students take a number of mathematics courses that are foundational to the subject of Chemistry.

• Computer Studies: Application Programming - prospective teachers complete introductory business 
management, accounting, economics, business statistics, web publishing and computer information systems 
courses. They are introduced to programming language that facilitates the development of Web applications,
the programming of interactive Web pages and the use of Active Server Pages technology in database access 
on the Web.



• English Language and Literature - prepares students to teach English Language and Literature at the junior
and senior high school level and comprises a Bahamian literature and culture specialty strand. Prospective
teachers are introduced to Bahamian literature and examine the influence of factors such as politics, religion,
race, class and gender in the creation of Bahamian cultural identity. They also examine the socio-historical and
linguistic factors contributing to language varieties, focusing on Bahamian Creole and Dialect.

• Family and Consumer Sciences - an integrated field of studies that focuses on food and nutrition, textile
and clothing construction, housing, home management, family relations, health and human development and
consumer education. Prospective teachers are prepared to teach various disciplines in Family and Consumer
Sciences

• Family and Consumer Sciences, Tourism and Hospitality Studies - an integrated field of studies that focuses 
on food preparation and service, tourism studies and accommodations. This specialty strand prepares students 
to teach hospitality and tourism studies to grades 7-12. At the end of their third year, student teachers 
complete an internship at a local hotel to gain hands-on industry experience.

• French - students acquire proficiency in French, develop fluency and writing skills, grammatical accuracy and
cultural knowledge. Additionally, they spend at least four weeks in a country in which French is an official
language.

• History/Geography - students are provided with a foundation which prepares them to teach both subjects. 
They enter the teaching profession having completed a Natural Environment specialty strand in which they 
examine the earth’s atmosphere, climate, economic land use, crust and soil. They also examine the 
environmental impact on and by humans.

• Mathematics - students complete calculus courses designed to meet the needs of mathematics educators.

• Religion – students examine the family in society, the impact of religious institutions and traditions on social
attitudes and problems and contemporary trends and issues within and outside major religious traditions as
they relate to religious thought and life.

• Spanish - students acquire proficiency in Spanish, develop fluency and writing skills, grammatical accuracy
and cultural knowledge. Additionally, they spend at least four weeks in a country in which Spanish is an official
language.



Diploma in Secondary Education – A one and half 
year certification programme which prepares 
individuals with bachelor or graduate degrees in a 
secondary school content area for the teaching 
profession. The programme consists of foundation 
and theory courses, two content area instructional 
methodology courses and a 10-week capstone 
practicum in which students become familiar with 
the school’s curriculum as well as the national 
examination and methodology requirements. The 
programme is offered full-time but may be 
completed part-time.
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Diploma  in Adult and Workforce Education and 
Training - This  programme prepares participants for 
careers in technical education and corporate training 
environments. Graduates are qualified for education 
and training departments as well as post-secondary 
vocational technology institutions and colleges. 
Participants acquire the knowledge, skills and 
competencies which enable them to provide 
instruction and training in post-secondary and 
workforce education. They take foundation and theory 
courses and participate in a ten-week internship. 
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