


Welcome to English Studies! We are home to a group of faculty whose expertise include Medieval 
Literature, Caribbean Literature, Postcolonial Literature, British Literature, American Literature, 
Linguistics, Children’s Literature, Film Studies, Creative Writing, Rhetoric and Composition.

We offer the BA in English and minors in Bahamian and Caribbean Literature; Linguistics; and Film 
and Drama Studies. Our upper-level classes usually accommodate 15 to 20 students, which means 
that students benefit from a one-on-one relationship with their instructors.

We host several signature events intended to engage students, faculty and the wider public. These 
include: Meet the Writer, English in the Park, Anatol Rodgers Memorial Lecture Series, Blue Flamingo 
Literary Festival and Critical Caribbean Symposium Series. Our students are encouraged to join our 
student organizations and clubs: Creative Writers Club, Acting Club and Sigma Tau Delta (English 
Honour Society).

Our students gain experience through internships in the University Writing Centre, editorship for 
the Online student journal Tamarind, and presenting their academic research at international 
literary conferences.
Many of our graduates go on to pursue Masters of Arts and doctoral degrees in Caribbean Literature, 
Linguistics and Creative Writing at international institutions as well as law degrees and careers in film, 
radio and theatre production.



ENGLISH STUDIES CORE COMPETENCIES  
Upon successful completion of programmes in English Studies, students are able to 

• Evaluate and critically interpret a variety of literary and cultural texts such as films, poetry, novels, short
stories, plays, photographs and paintings;

• Write clearly, critically and appropriately for different situations and audiences;

• Appreciate socio-cultural and political implications of language use, including Bahamian Creole, in various
settings;

• Understand the effects of evolving technology and media on how we read, write and interpret texts; and

• Discuss how history, politics, philosophy and genre affect how we analyse, interpret and create literary and
cultural texts.

 BACHELOR OF ARTS IN ENGLISH (121 credit hours) 

A liberal arts degree, the BA in English provides students with a strong foundation in literary history 
and criticism while developing their critical thinking and writing skills. Students:

• Acquire a working knowledge of Caribbean and Bahamian literary texts as well as knowledge of
British, American and postcolonial literature.

• Acquire a wider knowledge of the religious, social and political systems of the region and the world
and a greater understanding of the way major historical events have affected societies.

• Learn to recognize and respect Bahamian and regional literary and cultural traditions and the
diversity of human experience.

• Develop an intellectual perspective that exercises the imagination, encourages analytic precision
and civic responsibility and inculcates an appreciation of humane, liberal values.

• Learn to think independently and rigorously and to examine and solve problems.

• Develop the ability to process, analyse and synthesise information and ideas from multiple
perspectives using a critical and theoretical framework.



Building on the literary and analytical skills honed 
during the course of the programme and guided 
by a faculty advisor, BA in English students 
complete a substantial research project of their 
choice in a specific area of literary studies. The fall 
semester senior thesis course focuses on planning, 
researching and submitting proposals; the spring 
semester course focuses on drafting, revising and 
completing the senior thesis project. Theses are 
reviewed by the Senior Thesis Committee with 
students presenting the approved theses in a 
seminar/defence format. 

The BA in English is ideally suited for students 
interested in becoming critical thinkers and writers. 
It prepares students for graduate studies and for 
immediate and later careers in a variety of fields and 
professions which range from teaching, journalism, 
creative writing, communication, marketing, public 
relations, sales, lobbying, commercial analysis and a 
host of other industries. 

"...a big part of the appeal of the programme was 
not just the material (which was very varied and 
interesting) but the warmness and creativity of the 
professors. The majority of them made me feel a part 
of a community. This sense of community came from 
their intellectual and creative approaches to 
teaching; their availability outside of regular class 
time to discuss ideas or to give advice on a range of 
matters; the care and concern many of them showed 
for my academic advancement; and their inclusion of 
me in a broad range of department affairs including 
the planning of guest lectures, conferences, book 
talks and the production of a journal.” Barry Williams, 
BA, English (2007)



MINOR IN BAHAMIAN AND CARIBBEAN LITERATURE (21 credit hours) 
Students discover the commonalities of Bahamian and Caribbean literature and culture. They  develop a 
critical awareness of themselves and others and their interconnections;  improve their understanding and 
appreciation of local and regional literature; deepen their knowledge of Bahamian and Caribbean 
literature; and develop creative and critical thinking skills and pride in Bahamian and Caribbean identity 
and culture.  

This minor is ideally suited for students wishing to deepen their understanding of Bahamian and Caribbean 
literature, culture and identity. Students take seven courses. 

MINOR IN FILM AND DRAMA STUDIES (21 credit hours) 

Students interested in the cinematic and dramatic arts deepen their appreciation of the arts and develop 
an understanding of film and theatre as sophisticated art forms. They  are provided with a foundation in 
literary criticism and  

enhance their knowledge of the cinematic and theatrical traditions, techniques and approaches available 
for creatively exploring social, cultural and political ideas and concerns;  

analyse the work of some of the world’s greatest playwrights and cinematic innovators; and  

develop the critical tools to evaluate film and theatre art.  

This minor is ideally suited for students wishing to explore possibilities in the emerging culture industries of 
The Bahamas or students considering careers in film, drama, teaching, media, journalism and public rela-
tions. Students take the seven courses.

“Although the programme is quite reading intensive, I was always excited to learn 
something new in every class. In fact, it was [the] approach to West Indian literature, 
focusing on the West Indian’s story rather than the colonizer’s narrative, which inspired me 
to add History as a minor.” Nasia Colebrooke, BA, English/Minor, History (2017)

•

•

•



MINOR IN LINGUISTICS (18 credit hours) 

Students are introduced to the study of linguistics and the scientific study of human language with 
special attention to sub-fields relevant to Bahamian culture and society such as sociolinguistics and 
applied linguistics. 

They:

• Become aware of the differences between Bahamian Dialect/Creole and Standard English and the
role of linguistics in world affairs;

• Are introduced to the history and historical developments of Standard English and Bahamian
Dialect/ Creole as social, historical constructions and to their typological characteristics or
genealogical affinities. Further students

• Gain an understanding of how to apply linguistic principles to diverse career and industry fields;
and are equipped with critical inquiry skills, research strategies and linguistic investigation
methods.

This minor is particularly suitable for prospective teachers and journalists and students wishing to know 
more about Bahamian language and culture. Students take the following six courses 

“...the Linguistics minor that I earned played a key role in my intellectual development. 
In my first Linguistics class, I was entranced by the study of Bahamian English, so 
much so that I went on to pursue and earn an MA in Linguistics immediately following 
graduation. The linguistics courses and professors in English Studies took something I 
once regarded as so normal - the way that we speak - and opened my eyes to a world 
of scientific study and exploration that I am so grateful to be able to effectively engage 
with on a critical level.” Meghann Henderson, BA, English/Minor, Linguistics (2016)



The Blue Flamingo Literary Festival 

This two-day festival is held in the spring semester; it promotes reading, writing and literary arts. By reaching out 
to local, regional, and international partners, BFLF creates a space for developing, highlighting and encouraging 
a thriving Bahamian literary culture.  Festival organizers aim to interview all Bahamian writers and create a digital 
archive of interviews along with copies of all the works by Bahamian writers. The festival also highlights other 
uniquely Bahamian cultural art forms through music, dance, film screenings, open mic and food. 

ANNUAL EVENTS 
Anatol Rodgers Memorial Lecture Series 
Thanks to a generous donation from the Rodgers family, English Studies hosts the Anatol Rodgers Memorial 
Lecture Series every year. This series provides an opportunity for members of UB and the wider community to 
interact with noted literary and/or linguistic scholars. It is named in honour of the late Anatol Rodgers who 
contributed to the development of education in The Bahamas from 1933-1975 and who was the third Bahamian 
and first female principal of The Government High School (1971-1975). Although she taught many subjects during 
her professional life, Mrs. Rodgers’s first love was English.



CRITICAL CARIBBEAN SYMPOSIUM SERIES / COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS 

This series engages Bahamian, Caribbean and international scholars in dialogues and conversations 
around the many social, political, cultural, economic and environmental challenges facing the region today. 
The series seeks to establish UB as a centre of critical debate and knowledge production in the fields of 
Postcolonial, Caribbean and African Diasporic Studies. It helps to foster the intellectual development 
of students and the wider community by encouraging critical analysis and independent thought. The 
Symposium takes place in the fall semester; the Community Conversations take place in the spring. 

ENGLISH IN THE PARK 

This event is especially created to attract students with a strong interest in pursuing a degree in English, 
literature, creative writing, linguistics, film and/or drama; it promotes the programmes and events of English 
Studies. Set in scenic Independence Park on the Oakes Field Campus, English in the Park usually takes 
place in October. 

THE WRITTEN WORD SERIES / MEET THE WRITER 

This event exposes UB students to local and international writers. Through reading and writing workshops, 
students become more knowledgeable about contemporary literature and writers. The workshops allow 
students to learn of strategies to aid them in their pursuit of creating their own literary works. 
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