
University of The Bahamas  
Extraordinary Academic Senate Meeting 
Tuesday, 8th June 2021  
12:00 noon – 3:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting  

 

Minutes of the AS Meeting 8th June 2021 (mbh)  Page 1 of 6 
 

Senators Present: 
Dr. Faith Butler, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Education, Chair 
Dr. Walteria Tucker-Rolle, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Communication & Creative Arts, Vice-Chair  
Mr. William Fielding, Staff Representative, Director, Institutional Strengthening, Secretary 
Dr. A. Marie Sairsingh, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, English Studies, Assistant Secretary 
Dr. Edward Bethel, Staff Representative, Director, UB Open Learning, (CELEARN), Parliamentarian 
Dr. Antoinette Pinder-Darling, Faculty at Large, Librarian II, Parliamentarian 
Mrs. Monique Butler-Huyler, Staff Representative, Administrative Assistant, Business, Hospitality & Tourism 

Studies, Academic Senate Recorder 
Ms. Bernadette Robins, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Business & Hospitality Management, Inaugural 

Academic Senate Chair 
Dr. Douglas Barkey, Dean, Liberal & Fine Arts 
Dr. Peter McWilliam, Dean of Faculty, UB-North 
Mrs. Remelda Moxey, Dean, Business, Hospitality & Tourism Studies 
Dr. Vikneswaran Nair, Dean, Graduate Studies and Research 
Dr. Ruth Sumner, Dean, Social & Educational Studies 
Dr. Maria Woodside-Oriakhi, Vice-President, Academic Affairs 
Dr. Berthamae Walker, UB Librarian 
Dr. Nicolette Bethel, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Social Sciences 
Dr. Terry Campbell, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Nursing & Allied Health Professions 
Dr. Ruth Gardiner, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Business & Hospitality Management 
Dr. Ingrid Gibson-Mobley, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Nursing & Allied Health Profession 
Dr. Christine Kozikowski, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, English Studies 
Dr. Tanya Lloyd-Hepburn, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Mathematics, Physics & Technology 
Mr. Devain Maycock, Faculty Representative, Instructor, Culinary Arts & Tourism Studies 
Mrs. Christina Moseley-Rolle, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Culinary Arts & Tourism Studies 
Dr. Andre Neely, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Education 
Ms. Gladys Sawyer, Faculty Representative UB-North, Counsellor II 
Ms. Camille Smith, Counsellor/Librarian Faculty Representative, Counsellor II, Academic Counselling and Advising 
Mrs. JoyAnne Thompson, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Chemistry, Environmental & Life Sciences 
Ms. Charliese Bevans, Staff Representative, Assistant Director, Human Resources 
Ms. Mosetta Ferguson, Staff Representative, Administrative Assistant, Student Affairs 
Ms. Leterah Munnings, UB North Staff Representative, UB-North Coordinator, CELEARN 
Ms. Alicia Smith, Student Representative 
 
Apologies: 
Dr. Paul Jones, Faculty Representative, Associate Professor, Communications and Creative Arts 
Dr. Carlton Watson, Dean, Pure & Applied Sciences 
 
Late Senators: 
Dr. Yvette Pintard-Newry, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Social Sciences 
 
Absent Senators: 
Dr. Dion Hepburn, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Chemistry, Environmental & Life Sciences 
Dr. Lorraine Bastian-Jones, Staff Representative, Director, Personal & Professional Development, CELEARN 
Mrs. Jacklyn Chisolm-Lightbourne, Faculty at Large, Assistant Professor 
Dr. Felita Humes, Faculty Representative, Assistant Professor, Mathematics, Physics & Technology 
Mr. Deon Stewart, Adjunct Faculty Representative 
Ms. Sabrina Glinton-Eizenga, Adjunct Faculty Representative  
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Ms. Zandra Bowlin, Student Representative 
Ms. Shakanah Curry, Student Representative 
Ms. Courtney Martin, Student Representative 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call – The meeting was called to order at 12:06 p.m.  The roll call of senators was 
made by W. Fielding. 
 

2. Prayer – The prayer was offered by F. Butler. 
 

3. Welcome – The Chair welcomed and thanked senators for being in attendance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda – Following a motion moved by M. Sairsingh and seconded by G. Sawyer, the agenda 
was unanimously approved as presented. 

 
5. Minutes, 13th April 2021 

 
5.1. Approval of minutes, 13th April 2021 

 
Following a motion moved by D. Barkey and seconded by B. Robins and L. Munnings, the minutes 
of 13th April were approved. 
 

5.2. Matters Arising from the Minutes, 13th April 2021 
 
Page 2, 6.1., N. Bethel updated the AS of her participation on the Search Committee for the VP of 
Finance and stated she felt although progress was made it is not without flaw and noted her 
disappointment that committee members were not privy to the selection before it was 
publicized.    
 
Page 4, 6.2.8., M. Ferguson indicated that the Student Affairs Committee met and had intentions 
to meet regularly for the remainder of the semester but were halted as they awaited information 
from the executive of the Academic Senate on how to move forward.  The Chair asked M. 
Ferguson to check her email as the requested information had been sent to her.  M. Ferguson 
agreed to check and advise. 
 

6. Minutes, 13th May 2021 
 

6.1. Approval of Minutes, 13th May 2021 
 
Following a motion moved by R. Gardiner and seconded by M. Sairsingh, the minutes of 13th May 
2021 were unanimously approved as amended to indicate that Gladys Sawyer was present.   
 

6.2. Matters Arising from Minutes, 13th May 2021 
 
There were no matters arising. 
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7. Minutes, 17th May 2021 

 
7.1. Approval of Minutes, 17th May 2021 

 
Following a motion moved by B. Robins and seconded by M. Ferguson, the minutes of 17th May 
2021 were unanimously approved as presented. 
 

7.2.  Matters Arising from the Minutes, 17th May 2021 
 
  There were no matters arising. 

 
8. New Business 

 
8.1. AS Paper No. 21-102:  EDUC 270 E-Learning (New) 

 
F. Butler indicated that the course was vetted and approved by the Academic Curriculum 
Committee.  She further stated that the course was added to the agenda late and was not 
amongst the other documents previously sent out for review by senators.  It was noted that the 
line for the academic curriculum committee was missing from the proposal and would be 
corrected.  D. Barkey stated that in keeping with the proper procedures, papers for senators’ 
approval should be sent out prior to the meeting so that senators have the time needed to 
review them. 
 
Decision:  Following a motion moved by F. Butler and seconded by C. Kozikowski, AS Paper No. 
21-102: EDUC 270 E-Learning was approved pending the addition of the line for the Academic 
Curriculum Committee and date.  1 senator abstained from voting.   

 
8.2. Revision to the Bye-Laws for August 2021: W. Tucker-Rolle 

 
W. Tucker-Rolle presented the draft amendments of the Bye-Laws being proposed for the 
academic year 2021-2022.   She stated that there were a number of amendments considered but 
only three were being presented for discussion at this meeting.  These were:  voting, the role of 
the senate secretary, and meeting quorate.  D. Barkey asked if the process was followed as 
outlined in the Bye-Laws and further asked if the amendments were circulated for review.  N. 
Bethel agreed with D. Barkey and indicated that a defined process must be made for 
amendments to which the Chair stated that voting will be held at a later date so that due process 
can take place.  M. Ferguson noted that the document spelt out what faculty senators can vote 
on, but there is no clear indication as to what staff and student senators can vote on and asked 
for clarity for all senator voting responsibilities.  W. Tucker-Rolle indicated that an amendment 
can be forwarded to the committee through the AS secretary to cover voting for staff and 
student senator voting.  A discussion was held as to who should be able to vote on academic 
matters, including new and revised courses and programmes, and academic policies. M. Oriakhi 
indicating that staff and faculty senators can contribute to these matters and should have voting 
rights and asked that this be revised and amended.  M. Oriakhi stated that graduation papers and 
awards should be voted on by faculty senators only and she felt that those matters should be 
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considered at Closed Meetings to ensure confidentiality.  She asked that the AS consider this one 
item as urgent and approve this amendment today.   
 
Decision:  Following a motion moved by W. Tucker-Rolle and seconded by N. Bethel, Section 
5.3.2 was amended to read “Academic matters including, but not limited to, graduation papers 
and award”.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
 W. Tucker-Rolle apologized that the document was not circulated as the process indicates but 

asked the AS to consider the other two items.  N. Bethel asked that the committee provide a 
history or summary of each amendment to ensure we have followed the Bye-laws before a 
motion is made. 

 
 Decision:  A motion was moved by D. Barkey and seconded by R. Gardiner, to schedule an 

extraordinary meeting to vote on the documents presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8.3. SOP for appointment to Academic Senate Committees, and removal of Committee members: C. 

Watson 
 

In the absence of C. Watson this item was deferred.  W. Fielding indicated that this document 
was not for discussion or voting by the AS but was being distributed to obtain senators’ feedback.  
He noted that there are a number of areas in the document that need revision before discussions 
occur.  He asked senators to send their comments to him for onward submission to the 
committee.   

 
8.4. Policy on Final Examinations: D. Barkey 

 
D. Barkey presented the final examination policy which he indicated took the committee over a 
year to complete after review and extracting ideas from other policies.  The format was adopted 
from Dr. Danny Davis’ presentation on policies.  He noted that wherever there was a policy, it 
was consulted and referenced in the document.  L. Munnings asked about examinations held 
online that rely on technology to which D. Barkey stated that these specific concerns were 
addressed in the standards accompanying the policy to which he asked to bring up but was 
denied. V. Nair asked if the policy included graduate programmes to which D. Barkey stated they 
are currently working on a policy for graduate programmes, however this policy would also cover 
graduate programmes.  N. Bethel requested that the standards document be circulated for 
review along with the policies document to which D. Barkey referred.  M. Oriakhi asked that the 
frequency of reviews be amended to 5 years instead of 3 years.  She further inquired on the 
related policies listed and their alignment to the proposed policy stating that it would be wise to 
circulate these related policies to the AS for review and alignment.  D. Barkey indicated that the 
committee did do the review, but the related policies are online, and senators can review the 
documents before they vote at the next extraordinary meeting.  M. Oriakhi proposed that AA will 
assist the committee so that matters can be brought forward more expeditiously by seeking 
members within the various academic areas to assist the process.    
 

8.5. Handbook for Senators: E. Bethel 
 

E. Bethel presented the 1st draft of the Handbook for Senators and indicated it is meant to be a 
step-by-step guide of what “you need to know” when you join the senate.  He asked senators to 
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please send in any suggestions for consideration and hoped that it will be approved and ready for 
the next academic year.  
 

9. Updates 
9.1. AS Chair 

 
F. Butler noted that the calendar of dates for AS meetings for the next academic year has been 
sent out and asked senators to please take note of them.  She also stated that letters of 
participation were sent to senators based on her list and asked any senator who did not receive a 
letter to please send her a message.     
 

9.2. Academic Curriculum: C. Kozikowski 
 
C. Kozikowski indicated that the Academic Curriculum Committee continues to meet and has 
made progress in passing courses and programmes from all areas and will continue to meet until 
the end of June.   
 

9.3. Academic Policies: D. Barkey 
 
D. Barkey indicated that the committee has split into two sub-groups to address the General 
Education Policy and the Graduate Studies Policy.  They are meeting regularly until the end of 
June. 
   

9.4. Statutes and Bye-Laws: W. Tucker-Rolle 
 
Deferred. 
 

9.5. Libraries: B. Walker 
 
B. Walker stated that the Libraries Committee started late due to quorate issues and will not 
meet again until next semester when they will examine policies. 
 

9.6. Student Affairs Committee: M. Ferguson 
 
M. Ferguson stated that they have not had any additional meetings since their last official 
meeting and asked for the AS Chair to please forward the information again.  The Chair asked M. 
Ferguson to please send W. Fielding an email so he can reply to her email with the information to 
ensure he has the correct email address.   
  

9.7. Committee on Committees: C. Watson 
 
Deferred. 
 

9.8. Promotion, Tenure & Post-tenure Review: B. Robins 
 
B. Robins indicated that the Promotion, Tenure & Post-tenure Review Committee continued its 
research into other universities but took a break for the spring examinations.  The committee 
plans to have a final meeting this month before breaking for the summer.   
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9.9. Faculty Development: T. Campbell 
 
T. Campbell stated that the Faculty Development Committee continues to work on looking for 
faculty development initiatives and have started working in Microsoft Teams to complete the 
Faculty Development survey which it hopes to get to faculty soon.  The committee is currently on 
break for the remainder of the year. 
 

9.10. Research and Creative Works Committee: V. Nair 
 
V. Nair indicated that the Research and Creative Works Committee has had three meetings and 
had been looking at the submissions for the Stanley Wilson Award for Research Excellence.  He 
anticipates that during the next academic year the committee will bring forward 
recommendations for changes to the criteria for the Stanley Wilson Award.   
 

9.11. Covid-19 Contingency Planning: M. Oriakhi 
 
M. Oriakhi indicated that they have been monitoring the vaccination rates and now anticipates 
that the herd immunity will not take place until possibly June 2022.  With deaths and infections 
on the rise, AA is proposing we continue in the virtual environment which will allow small classes 
where persons feel comfortable to come to campus to do so and those classes that are currently 
in the face-to-face environment to continue.  N. Bethel asked what the process would be for 
adding classes to the face-to-face environment to which M. Oriakhi indicated that faculty should 
notify AA through the Chair and Dean of their Academic Unit, their wish to have the class offered 
in the face-to-face environment so that students can be notified and make the determination if 
they wish to be in a particular section.  T. Lloyd-Hepburn asked about having final examinations 
in person. M. Oriakhi indicated that once the AS approves the modality of learning a formal 
methodology will be sent out for such requests. 
 
Decision:  Following a motion moved by M. Oriakhi and seconded by L. Munnings, Fall 2021 will 
continue in the virtual environment for the majority of classes, allowing those classes that can 
only operate in the face-to-face environment to continue, allowing faculty to be able to bring 
small classes onto the campus and for allowing hybrid classes to be conducted.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

10. Adjournment – Following a motion moved by R. Gardiner and seconded by B. Robins, the meeting ended 
at 3:14 p.m.  An extraordinary meeting of the AS is scheduled for Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. 

 
These minutes were amended in line with comments received by electronic review and passed, 14th July by a 
majority of the Academic Senate, Approved – 23, Approved with corrections – 2, Abstain – 1. 
 


