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I. Introduction

The General Education Task Force, chaired by Dr. June Wilson and Dr. Walteria Tucker-Rolle, was commissioned 
with the task of making recommendations for the amendment of the University of the Bahamas General Education 
Requirements in order to more adequately reflect the University Mission, changes in international best practices, and 
faculty and student beliefs about curricular needs. In essence, the Task Force, composed of full-time faculty from 
each of the schools, was to determine whether or not the General Education Core as currently structured actually 
functioned as originally intended.     

The University of the Bahamas Mission Statement is expressed as follows: 

“The mission of the University shall be to advance and expand access to higher education, promote academic 
freedom, drive national development and build character through teaching, learning, research, scholarship and 
service” (Article 4, University of The Bahamas Act, 2016). 

General Education Requirements at the College of the Bahamas were first established in 2006. 

According to the policy, the current General Education Core is “[m]ultidisciplinary in perspective…[and] seeks to 
broaden students’ knowledge, foster lifelong learning and nurture a reflective and analytic ability through the 
examination of underlying values and controversial issues.” 

The policy states that the nine strands, 
1. Literacy,

2. Numeracy,

3. Foreign Language,

4. Humanities,

5. Social Sciences,

6. Natural Sciences,

7. Physical Education/Health/Nutrition,

8. Computer Literacy, and

9. Student Development
lead to “students becoming equipped with a range of skills” which are “honed” through the completion of the 
General Education Core.   

The following initial concerns were raised during the Task Force’s earliest deliberations: 
1. the unavailability of General Education (GE) courses (i.e. students not being able to get into GE courses in

a timely fashion);

2. lack of relevance or applicability to major course content area in GE course offerings;

3. lack of “student friendly” GE Core courses,

4. lack of variety in GE course selections; and

5. predominance of GE requirements in the overall number of courses required for completion of degree
programmes.
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The Task Force reflected upon the original Mission Statement of the University and concluded that 
1. in its current iteration, under the existing B.A. Framework which includes 18 credits of electives, the 39 

credits required for completion of the GE Core is excessive; 
2. the GE Core size should be more malleable and take into account the needs of the individual schools; and 
3. the GE Core course offerings must be modified to include different courses which encourage the 

development of greater 
A.     cultural competence/world-readiness, defined as knowledge of 

1. internal diversity of the Bahamas, 
2. external diversity, and 
3. experiential communities (i.e. people of varying/differing abilities); 

B.      objectivity; 
C.     environmental appreciation emphasizing sustainability;  
D.    interpretive and critical-thinking skills; 
E.     sensitivity concerning issues of human sexuality and gender relations; and 
F.      leadership and service. 

 
Process: 
 

I. Survey of General Education Requirements and structures at twenty (20) SACS accredited universities. The 
Committee sought to locate trends in General Education strategies by surveying degree programme 
requirements in a variety of disciplines from the following public, private, small, medium, and large tertiary 
institutions:  

Ave Maria University 
Coastal Carolina University 
Columbia State University  
East Tennessee State University 
Fayetteville State University 
Florida Atlantic University  
Florida Gulf Coast University  
Florida Memorial University 
Florida State University 
Kent State University 

Missouri State University  
Texas State University 
University of Arkansas 
University of Georgia 
University of Iowa 
University of Phoenix 
University of South Florida 
University of the Virgin Islands 
University of Wisconsin 
Xavier University 

 
II. Key findings/trends: 

1. There were little to no upper-level general education requirements. 
2. The majority of institutions did not have a foreign language requirement;  
3. GE strands were established according to general competencies and practical application rather than 

through disciplines.  
4. GE requirements were prefaced by a clear expression of the rationale and goals of the prescribed 

requirements. Students and others could easily determine the specific objectives of the general 
education programmes.  

  
II. Adaptation of General Education Trends to the University of the Bahamas 

 
Since UB is the premier tertiary institution of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, the Committee aimed to 
consider all aspects of the national realities in its deliberations. The official UB Vision statement sheds light on the 
role of the University for the development of Bahamian society:   
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“The University of The Bahamas will be the nation’s primary resource for research & innovation and community 
engagement. It will meet the educational aspirations of its students and nurture their creativity. It will promote the 
values of learning, leadership and service.” 
 
As research, innovation, and community engagement are key pillars of this vision, the Committee recommends a 
General Education programme designed to equip students with the necessary tools for the construction of a 
modern, creative, productive, and critically conscious Bahamian society. Problem-solving skills, cultural sensitivity, 
and civic-mindedness—not merely discipline-specific knowledge— must be the hallmarks of a comprehensive 
University of the Bahamas General Education programme if we are to train the nation’s workforce, leaders, and 
citizens.  
 
Upon completion of the General Education Requirement University of the Bahamas, students should 

1. demonstrate effective oral and written communication; 
2. be acquainted with and proficient in the use of all technology needed to achieve success in the academic 

environment; 
3. attribute differences in practices, habits, and customs of diverse populations to varying historical, 

geographical and material realities; 
4. inform themselves and participate as citizens of the Bahamas and beyond; and 
5. express their creativity through innovation and problem-solving. 

 
Given our institutional efforts to stream-line our degree programme requirements, the Committee deemed it 
necessary to right-size the structure and the number of the general education requirements in order to facilitate the 
on-time graduation of students. The UB B.A. Framework and the SACS accreditation principles speak directly to 
the minimum amount of “space” which must be dedicated to general education in our degree programmes.  
      
SACSCOC Core Requirement 2.7.3 states: 

In each undergraduate degree program, the institution requires the successful completion of a general education 
component at the collegiate level that (1) is a substantial component of each undergraduate degree, (2) ensures 
breadth of knowledge, and (3) is based on a coherent rationale. For degree completion in associate programs, 
the component constitutes a minimum of 15 semester hours of the equivalent; for baccalaureate programs, a 
minimum of 30 semester hours or the equivalent. These credit hours are to be drawn from and include at least 
one course from each of the following areas: humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, and natural 
science/mathematics. The courses do not narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and procedures specific to 
a particular occupation or profession. If an institution uses a unit other than semester credit hours, it provides 
an explanation for the equivalency. The institution also provides a justification if it allows for fewer than the 
required number of semester credit hours or its equivalent unit of general education courses.   

 
Hence, the Committee proposes the following general education configurations.  
 

III. Recommendations 
 
The Committee finds that the General Education Requirement at the University of the Bahamas should be a total 
of 30 credits of work for students completing Bachelor’s degrees in all fields.  
 
 Fifteen (15) credits from the Core:  

6 credits of English 
3 credits of math 
3 credits of natural sciences (lower-level) 
3 credits of physical education and counseling 
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 Fifteen (15) credits from the following strands: 
Life Skills 
Global Studies 
World Languages and Cultures 
Bahamian Studies 

 
Students would be required to take at least three (3) credits from each of the aforementioned four categories and the 
remaining three (3) credits in the category of their choice.  
 
Current Possibilities:  
 
The four options below present slight variations on 30 Credit Hour General Education programme/major 
course/elective structures which may provide greater flexibility to larger degree programmes.   
 

Option #1 
72 MAJOR (Credit hours) 
18 ELECTIVES (Credit hours) 
30 GEN EDS (Credit hours) 
120 TOTAL (Credit hours) 
 
Option #2 
78 MAJOR 
12 ELECTIVES (1 each year or 2 in the first 2 years) 
30 GEN EDS 
120 TOTAL 
 
Option #3 
81 MAJOR 
  9 ELECTIVES 
30 GEN EDS 
120 TOTAL 
 
Option #4 
84 MAJOR 
  6 ELECTIVES 
30 GEN EDS 
120 TOTAL 

 
IV. Other Findings and Matters Arising from Discussion 

 
Discussions also revealed the need for greater accountability measures in the delivery of course content to insure 
consistency across sections. The Task Force also discussed the need for development of interdisciplinary courses as 
a means for insuring that GE course options remained applicable to major content areas and better framed for the 
student the interrelatedness of academic disciplines in the “real world” experience. 
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